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upmmIX B

Part I of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is amended
to read as tollows:

1. The authority citation for Part I continues to read as
follows:

aur.l0Rrrr, Sec•• 4, 303, 409, 48 .tat. 1066, 1082, 1096, a.
ameD4e4, 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 409.

2. Section 1.1200 is amended by revising paragraph (a) and
deleting paragraph (b) to read as follows:

I 1.1200 ~tro4uctlon.

(a) Pur,pose. To ensure the fairness and integrity of its
decision-making, the Commission has prescribed rules to regulate
ex parte communications. These rules specify -exempt
proceedings, in which ex parte presentations may be freely made
(§ 1.1204), "permit-but-disclose" proceedings, in which ex parte
presentations are per.missible but subject to certain disclosure
requirements (§ 1.1206), and "restricted· proceedings in which ex
parte presentations are generally prohibited C5 1.1208). In all
proceedings, certain periods C"the S~h1ne AgeQda or circulation
period-) are designated in which all communications with
Commission decision-making personnel are prohibited (I 1.1203).
The limitations on ex parte presentations described above are
subject to certain general exceptions set forth in 1 1.~204.

Where the public interest so requires in a particular proceeding,
the Commission retains the discretion to modify the limitations
on ex parte communications. Unless otherwise ordered by the
COJmlission, Joint Boards may modify the ex parte rules in
proceedings before them.

Note: * * * *
3. Section 1,1202 is amended by revising paragraphs (a),

Cb), (c), and Cd) and deleting paragraphs Ce) and Cf) to read as
follows:

I 1.1202 »eflnltica..

For the purposes of this subpart, the following definitions
apply:

Ca) Prese.atatioD. A cOJlll\W1ication directed to the merits or
outcome of a proceeding. Bxcluded from this term are
cClllllW1ications which are inadvertently or casually made, and
inquiries relating solely to the status of a proceeding,
inclUding inquiries as to the approximate time that action in a
proceeding may be taken. However, a status inquiry which states
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or implies a view as to the merits or outcome of the proceeding
or a preference for a particular party, which states why timing
is important to a particular party or indicates a view as to the
date by which a proceeding should be resolved, or which otherwise
is intended to address the merits or outcome or to influence the
timing of a proceeding is a presentation.

Note: A camnunication expressing concern about administrative
delay or expressing concern that a proceeding be resolved
expeditiously will be treated as a status inquiry so long as no
reason is given as to why the proceeding should be expedited
other than the need to resolve administrative delay.

(b) Bx parte presentations. Any presentation which:

(1) if written, is not served on the parties to the
proceedini; or

~

(2) if oral, is made without advance notice to the
parties and without opportunity for them to be present.

Note: Written communications include electronic submissions
transmitted in the form of texts, such as by Internet B-Mail.

(c) Decision-maJdng persormel. Any member, officer, or
employee of the C~~.ion who is or may reasonably be expected
to be involved in formulating a decision, rule, or order in a
proceeding. Any person who has been made a party to a proceeding
or who otherwise has been excluded from the decisional process
shall not be treated as a decisional-maker with respect to that
proceeding. Thus, any person designated as part of a ~rate
trial staff shall not be considered a decision-making person in
the designated proceeding. Unseparated Bureau or Office staff
shall be considered decision-making personnel with respect to
decisions, rules, and order in which their Bureau or Office
participates in enacting, preparing, or reviewing.

(d) Parties. Unless otherwise ordered by the Commission,
in a proceeding other than a rulemaking, the following persons
are parties:

(1) any person who files an application, waiver reque'st,
request for a declaratory ruling, or other filing seeking
affirmative relief (including a Preedom of Information Act
request), and any person making a written submission regarding
such filing which is served on the filer;

(2) any person who files a complaint which is served on the
subject of the complaint or which is a formal complaint under 47
U.S.C. § 208, and the person who is the subject of the complaint;
and
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(3) the subject of an order to show cause, notice of
apparent liablity, notice of license modification, or similar
notice or order, or tariff proceeding, or any other penon who
has otherwise been given formal party status in a proceeding.

Note: In a rulemaking proceeding or a proceeding before a Joint
Board or before the Commis.ion to consider the recommendation of
a Joint Board, it is presumed for purposes of this subpart that
all members of the public are parties.

Note: The fact that a person is deemed a party for purposes of
this subpart does not constitute a determination that such person
has satisfied any other legal or procedural requirements, such as
the operative requirement. for petitions to deny or timeliness
requirements otherwise set forth in the rules. Nor does it
constitute a determination that such person has any other
procedural rights, such as the right to intervene in hearing
proceedings. The Commission may also determine in particular
instances that persons who qualify as -parties· under S 1.1202(d)
should not be deemed parties for purposes of this subpart.

4. Section 1.1203 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) and
(b) and deleting paragraph (c) to read as follows:

I 1.1203 Sunshine and circulation period prohibition.

(a) With respect to any Commission proceeding, all
presentations to decision-makers concerning matters listed ona
Sunshine Agenda or being considered on circulation, whether ex
parte ,or not, are prohibited during the period prescribed in
subsection (b) unless:

(1) The presentation is exempt under 5 1.1204(a}i

(2) The presentation relates to settlement negotiations and
otherwise complies with any ex parte restrictions in this
subpart;

(3) The presentation is made by a member of Congress or his
or her staff, or by other agencies or branches of the federal
government or their staffs in a proceeding exempt under S 1.1204
or subject to permit-but-disclose requirements under S 1.1206.
If the presentation is of substantial significance and,clearly
intended to affect the ultimate decision, the presentation (or,
if oral, a summary of the presentation) must be placed in the
record of the proceeding by Commission staff or in accordance
with the procedures set forth in S 1.1206(d); or

(4) The presentation occurs in the course of a widely
attended speech or panel discussion and concerns a Commission
action that has been adopted.
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(b) The prohibition .et forth in subsection (a) applies
during the following time period:

(1) Por items listed for consideration on a Sunshine Agenda,
from the release of a public notice that a matter has been placed
on the Sunshine Agenda until the Commission:

(i) Releases the text of a decision or order relating to the
matter,

(ii) Issues a PUblic notice stating that the matter has been
deleted from the Sunshine Agenda, or

(iii) Issues a public notice stating that the matter has
been returned to the staff for further consideration, whichever
occurs first.

(2) Por items considered on circulation, from the t~e the
Commission issues a news release indicating that it has adopted a
decision or order relating to the matter, until the Commission
releases the text of the decision or order.

5. Section 1.1204 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) and
(b) to read as follows:

I 1.1204 Bxempt ex parte pr~.eDt.tiOD••

(a) . The following types of presentations are exempt from
the prohibitions in restricted proceedings (5 1.1208), the
disclosure requirements in permit-but-disclose proceedings (§
1.1206), and the prohibitions during the Sunshine Agenda and
circulation period prOhibition (§ 1.1203):

(1) The presentation is authorized by statute or by the
Commission's rules, ..., ~, §§ 1.333(d}, 1.415;

(2) The presentation is made by or to the General Counsel
and his or her staff and concerns jUdicial review of a matter
that has been decided by the Commission;

(3) The presentation directly relates to an emergency in
which the safety of life is endangered or substantial loss of
property is threatened, provided that, if the presentation is
oral, a written summary of the presentation.shall be filed within
a reasonable time thereafter;

(4) The presentation involves a military of foreign affairs
function of the United States or classified security information;

(5) The presentation is to or from an agency or branch of
the Federal Government or its staff and involves a matter over
which that agency or branch and the Commission share
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jurisdictionj

(6) The presentation is to or frca the United States
Department of JUstice or Pederal Trade Commission and involves a
telecommunications competition matter in a proceeding which has
not been designated for hearing and in which the relevant agency
is not a Party;

(7) fte presentation is between cCIIIIlission staff and an
advisory coordinating committee member with respect to the
coordination of frequency assigmnents to stations in the private
land mobile services or fixed services as authorized by 47 U.S.C .
• 331;

(8) The presentation is requested by the Commis.ion or
staff for the clarification or adduction of evidence, subject to
the following limitations:

(i) this exemption does not apply to restricted proceedings
designated for hearing;

(ii) in other restricted proceedings, any written
presentation solicited upon such request or a summary of any oral
presentation solicited upon such request shall promptly be served
by the person making the presentation on the other Parties to the
proceeding. The Commission or its staff may waive the service
requirement if service would be too burdensOll\8because the
Parties are numerous o~ because the materials relating to such
presentation are voluminous. If the service requirement. is
waiv,d, copies of the presentation or sWllll&ryshall be placed in
the record of the proceeding and the Commission or its staff
shall issue a Public notice which states that copies of the
presentation or summary are available for inspection. The
Commission or its staff may determine that service or Public
notice would interfere with the effective conduct of an
investigation and dispense with the service and public notice
requirements; .

(iii) if the presentation is made in. a proceeding subject
to permit-wt-disclose requirements, disclosure must be made in
accordance with the requirements of I 1.1206(d); provided,
however, that the Commis.ion or its staf( may deter.mine that
disclosure would interfere with the effective conduct of an
investigation and dispense with the disclosure requirement;

(iv) if the presentation is made in a proceeding subject to
the sunshine or circulation period prohibition, disclosure must
be made in accordance with the requirements of • 1.1206(4) or by
other adequate means of notice that the Commission deems
appropriate;

Note: If the Commission or its staff dispenses with the service
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or notice requirement to avoid interference with an
investigation, a determination will be made in the discretion of
the Commission or its staff as to when and how.disclosure should
be made if necessary. au Amendment of Sub,part H. Part I, 2 FCe
Rcd 6053, 6054 " 10-14 (1987).

(b) Bx parte presentationa are pendssible and need not be
disclosed with ·respect to 'the following matters, unless the
Commis8ion, or the relevant Bureau of Office after conaultation
with the Office Qf General Counsel, fiDd8 by order or public
notice that application of the reporting requirements of S 1.1206
would 8erve the public interest:

(1) a complaint proceeding in which the complaint i8 not
served on th~ subject of the complaint (unless it is a formal
complaint under 47 u.s.e. § 208); and

(2) notice of inquiry proceedings.

6. Section 1.1206 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) (1),
(a) (2), and deleting paragraph (a) (3), redesignating paragraphs
(a) (1), (a) (2), and (a) (3), as paragraphs (d) (1), (d) (2), and
(d) (3), and adding new paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) to read as
follows:

I 1.1206Pezsit-but-cUsclose procee4iJlgs.

(a) Unless a proceeding is re8tricted under S 1.1208 or the
presentation is exempt UDder S 1.1204 (a) or (b), ex parte
presentations. in any Commission proceeding by per80ns out8ide the
Coumis8ion to decision-making personnel are 8ubject to the
disclosure requirement8 set forth in 8ubsection (d) of this
section; provided, however, that the requirement8 of this
subsection may be waived where confidentiality is neces8ary to
protect persons making ex parte presentations fram possible
reprisal.

(b) The di'8cl08ure requirements for ex parte presentations
8et forth in 8ubsection (d) of thi8 section become applicable and
remain in effect until the proceeding i8 no longer subject to
reconsideration or judicial review:

(1) in a rulemaking, upon the filing of a petition for
rulemaking, the iS8uance of a notice of proposed rulemaking, a
rulemaking order done without notice and comment (for purposes of
subsequent reconsideration or review); or

(2) in any proceeding other than a rulemaking, whenever a
person becames a party to the proceeding, as defined by
S 1.1202(d).

Note: The disclosure requirements of subsection (d) of this
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section are potentially applicable after a filing initiating an
adjudicatory proceeding (such as the filing of an application,
waiver request, request for declaratory relief, or other filing
seeking affirmative relief). However, the disclosure .
requirements only apply to ex parte presentations. Accordingly,
presentations by a sale party to a proceeding would not be
subject to the disclosure requirements of subsection (d) of this
section because they would not be deemed ex parte presentations
under 1 1.1202(b).

Bxamples: After the filing of an uncontested application, the
applicant would be the sale party to the proceeding. The
applicant would have no other party to serve with any
presentations to the CQIlIIlission, aDd such presentations would
therefore not be Rex parte presentations- as defined by I·
1.1202(b) and would not have to be reported. on the other hand,
in the example given, because the applicant is a party, a third
person who wished to make a presentation to the Commission
conce+.ning the application would either have to serve the
applicAnt or disclose any unserved presentations. Further, once
the proceeding involved additional "parties" as defined by
S 1.1202 (d) (Jt...S.,.., an opponent of the applicant who served the
opposition on the applicant), the applicant and other parties
would have to either serve the other or disclose any unserved
presentations.

(c) Unless otherwise exempted under S 1.1204, presentations
made by a membe~ of Congress or his or her staff or by an agency
or branch of the Federal Government or its staff, that are of
substantial significance and clearly intended to affect the
ultimate decision, shall be treated as ex parte presentations and
placed (if oral, a written summary of the presentation shall be
prepared and placed) in the record of the proceeding by
Commission staff or in accordance with subsection (d).

(d) The following disclosure requirements apply:

(1) Wr1tten preBe.atatiOZlB. A person who makes a written ex
parte presentation subject to this section shall, within three
days of the presentation, submit two copies of the presentation
to the Commission's secretary under separate cover for inclusion
in the public record. The presentation (and cover letter) shall
clearly identify the proceeding to Which it relates, including
the docket number, if any, shall indicate that two copies have
been submitted to the secretary, and must be labeled as an ex
parte presentation. If the presentation relates to more than one
proceeding, two copies shall be filed for each proceeding.

(2) Oral presentat1ons. A person who makes an oral ex
parte presentation subject to this section shall, within three
days of the presentation, 8Ubmit to the Commission's Secretary,
with copies to the Commissioners or Commission employees
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involved, an original and one copy of a memorandum containing a
conci.e 8U1lII1&ry of the entire content of the pre.entation,
including the issues discussed, the positions taken, and all
arguments and data presented. The memorandum (and cover letter)
.hall clearly identify the proceeding to which it relates,
inclUding the docket number, if any, shall indicate that an
original and one copy have been IlUbmitted to the Secretary, and
must be labeled as an ex parte presentation. 'If the· presentation
relates to more than one proceeding, two copies of the memorandum
(or the original .and one copy) sball be filed for each
proceeding~ If a Ccmnissioner or Ccamission employee involved in
the presentation believes that tbe memorandum does not adequately
describe the pre.entation, he or ahe may request that tbe person
file a supplemental memorandum or may file a memorandum for tbe
record bim- or berself.

(3) 'Notice of ex parte presez1tations. * * * *

Note 1: * * * *

Note 2: * * * *
8. Section 1.1208 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) and

(b) and deleting paragraph (c) to read as follows:

• 1.1208 ae.tricted proceedings.

(a) Ex parte presentations (except those which are exempt
under 5 1.1204) to or from decision-making personnel are
prohibited:

(1) in any Commission proceeding in which there has been
release of an order designating an evidentiary hearing before an
administrative law judge or the full Commission. Persons having
knowledge that, in a particular proceeding, a hearing designation
order, show cause order, or other order designating a hearing is
in preparation are prohibited from making or receiving ex parte
presentations fram the time they acquire such knowledge;

(2) in any proceeding in which there has issued a public
notice indicating the filing of mutually exclusive applications
which are not subject to selection by auction or lottery.
Persons initiating a presentation who have knOWledge that
mutually exclusive applications have been filed prior to the
release of a public notice are prohibited from making or
receiving ex parte presentations from the time they acquire such
knowledge; and

(3) in any Commission proceeding in which the Commission,
or relevant Bureau of Office after consultation with the Office
of General Counsel, determines that such ex parte presentations
should be prohibited.
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(b) Ex parte presentations are prohibited until the
proceeding is no longer subject to reconsideration or jUdicial
review•

• 1.1210 Probibition on .olicitation of pr....tation•• * * * *
9. Section 1.1212 is amended by revising paragraphs (a)

through (h) to read as to~lows:.. ' ..". ..

• 1.1212 Procec!ure. for UD41iDg of probibitee! ex parte
pr....tatioD••

(a) Commission personnel who believe tbat an oral
presentation which is being _d8 to them or is about to be made
to them is prohibited shall promptly advise the person initiating
the presentation that it is prohibited and shall terminate the
discussion. .

(b) Caaaission personnel who receive oral ex parte
presentations which they believe are prohibited shall forward to
the Office of General Counsel a statement containing the
following information:

(1) The name of the proceeding.

(2) The name and address of the person making the
presentation and that person's relationship (if any) to the
parties to the proceeding.

(3) The date and time of the pre.entation, its duration,
and the circumstances under which it was made.

..
(4) A brief summary of the substance of the presentation.

(S) Whether the person making the presentation persisted in
doing 80 after being advised that the presentation was
prohibited.

(6) The date and time that the statement was prepared.

(c) Commi.sion personnel who receive written ex parte
presentation. Which they believe are prohibited shall forward
them to the Office of General Counsel. If the circumstances in
which the presentation was made are not appa;-ent fram the
presentation itself, a statement describing those circumstances
shall be submitted to the Office of General Counsel with the
presentation.

(d) Prohibited written ex parte presentations and all
documentation relating to prohibited written and oral ex parte
presentations shall be placed in a public file which shall be
associated with but not made part of the record of the proceeding
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to which the presentation8 pertain. Such materials may be
considered in determining the merits of a restricted proceeding
only if they are made part of the record.

(e) If the General Counsel determines that an ex parte
presentation is prohibited by this subPart, he or she shall
notify the parties to the proceeding that a prohibited ex parte
presentation has occurred and, if the public interest so
requires, shall serve on the parties copies of the presentation
(if written) and'any statements describing the circumstances of
the presentation. Service by the General COUDsel shall not be
deemed to cure any violation of the rules against prohibited ex
parte presentations.

(f) If the General cOUDsel dete~es that service on the
parties would be unduly burdensome because the parties to the
proceeding are numerous, he or she may issue a public notice in
lieu. of service. The public notice shall state that a prohibited
presentation has been made and may also state that the
presentation and related materials are available for public
inspection.

(g) The General Counsel shall forward a copy of any
statement describing the circumstances in which the prohibited ex
parte presentation was made to the person who made the
presentation. Within ten days thereafter, the person who made
the presentation may file with the Office of General Counsel a
sworn declaration regarding the presentation and the
circumstances in which it was made. The General Counsel may
serve copies of the sworn declaration on the parties to the
proceeding.

(h) Where a restricted proceeding precipitates a.substantial
amount of correspondence from the general public, the above
procedures will not be followed with respect to such
correspondence. The correspondence will be placed in a public
file and be made available for inspection.

10. Section 1.1214 is amended to read as follows:

I 1.1214 Disclosure of infor.aatiOD concerning violations of this
subpart.

(a) Any party to a proceeding or any Commission employee
who has substantial reason to believe that any violation of this
subpart has been solicited, attempted, or committed shall
promptly advise the Office of General Counsel in writing of all
the facts and circumstances which are known to him or her.

(b) Any person who believes that his or her own intended
action may be in violation of this subPart shall consult with the
Office of General counsel before taking the action.
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11. Section 1.1216 is amended by revising paragraph (a) and
deleting paragraph (d) to read as follows:

• 1.1216 Sanction••

(a) Part1es. Op0l?- notice and hearing, any party to a
proceeding who directly or indirectly violates or causes the
violation of any provision of this subpart, or who fails to
report the facts and circumstances concerning any such violation
as required by this subpart, may be disqualified from further
participation in that proceeding. In proceedings other than a
rulemaking, a pax:ty who has violated or caused the violation of
any provision of this subPart may be required to show cause why
his or her clatm or interest in the proceeding should not be
dismissed, denied, disregarded, or otherwise adversely affected.
In any proceeding, such alternative or additional sanctions as
may be appropriate may also be imposed.

(b) Commdss1on personnel. Commission personnel who violate
provisions of this subpart shall be subject to disciplinary or
other remedial action as provided in 47 C.F.R. § 19.735-107.

(c) Other persons. Such sanctions as may be appropriate
under the circumstances shall be imposed upon other persons who
violate the provisions of this subpart.
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SEPARATE STATEMENT

OF

COMMISSIONER ANDREW C. BARRETT

RE: IN THE MATIER OF AMENDMENT OF 47 C.F.R. SECTION 1.1200 ET SEQ.
CONCERNING EX PARTE PRESENTATIONS IN COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS

In this Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the Commission seeks comments on significant
modifications to the Commission's Ex Parte Rules. Simplification and certainty in these rules
will make it easier for the Commission to function in a fair and efficient manner regarding
matters under consideration. Notwithstanding the effort to streamline the Ex Parte Rules by
generally adopting the Administrative Procedural Act provisions on Ex Parte communications (5
U.S.C. Section SS7(d», multiple classifications and exceptions exist in the proposed modifications
to the rules that I am concerned that confusion regarding compliance with the rules may continue.
I look forward to comments that address how the Commission can further modify its Ex Parte
Rules such that the Commission can effectively and efficiently conduct its business. without the
weight of complexity inherent in the Ex Parte Rules which may inhibit dialogue regarding the
issues pending before the Commission.
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APR 12 1995
Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FEoeRILCa.lUUNa.T~lXia"lSSm

W h' DC 20554 OFFK::ECF THE SfCRETARVas mgton, "

In the Matter of

Amendment of 47 C.F.R. § 1.1200
et seq. Concerning Ex Parte
Presentations in Commission
Proceedings

To: The Commission

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

GC Docket No. 95-21

COMMENTS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS BAR ASSOCIATION

The Federal Communications Bar Association (the "FCBA" or

"Association"), a non-profit, non-stock corporation organized under the laws of the District

of Columbia in existence since 1936, by its undersigned representatives and in accordance

with Section 1.415 of the Commission's Rules, hereby respectfully submits its Comments

in response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this proceeding, FCC 95-52, adopted

and released on February 7, 1995,60 Fed. Reg. 8995 (February 16, 1995) (the "Notice").11

1/ These Comments are submitted in a timely fashion, in accordance with the Order
of the Commission's General Counsel, DA 95-490, adopted March 13, 1995 and
released March 15, 1995, which extended the date for filing comments in this
proceeding to April 13, 1995.



1. The FCBA's membership consists of more than 2,400 communications

lawyers and other professionals having an interest in the development of communications

law and policy. As such, the Association and its members are vitally interested in the

matters raised in the Notice. On a regular basis in the conduct of their profession, lawyers

practicing before the Commission are called upon to counsel their clients with respect to

compliance with the Commission's ~ parte communications rules and to promote such

compliance. Indeed,no other organization's membership is likely to be as significantly

affected by the changes in those rules proposed in the Notice as is the FCBA's

membership. Y

2. The FCBA commends the Commission for its decision to revisit the

.tX~ communications rules. As the Notice recognizes, the last major rewriting of those

rules occurred in 1987. Y Experience accumulated under those rules during the last eight

The views expressed in these Comments represent the views of a substantial
majority of the members of the Executive Committee of the FCBA, its elected
board of directors. One member of the Executive Committee, who is an employee
of the Commission, did not participate in the discussion or consideration of these
Comments or in the vote to authorize their filing with the Commission. The views
expressed herein also represent the views of the FCBA's Ex Parte Rules
Committee and are consistent with the views of most of the members of the
Association who have responded to invitations in letters to the Association's
chapters and substantive practice committees, at a monthly luncheon, and in the
FCBA~, to advise the Chair of the Ex Parte Rules Committee of their views.
These Comments do nott of course, necessarily represent the views of all members
of the Association. The Executive Committee and the Chair of the Ex Parte Rules
Committee have done the best that they could within the time permitted in the
General Counsel's Order, footnote 1,~ to ascertain a consensus in the views
of the Association's membership and to reflect them in these Comments.

Notice, at Para. 3 and n. 2.

2



years suggests that refinements to the rules can be made which will improve the manner

in which the Commission dispatches its business, while preserving the public's need to

have access to the agency's decision-making process and both the integrity and the

appearance of integrity of that process.

3. The FCBA concurs in the Notice's view that the ~ ~

communications rules can be written and organized in a manner that makes them more

"user-friendly." A format that avoids excessive cross-referencing to other rules in order to

provide definitions or to establish exceptions to a rule, but that instead incorporates those

definitions and exceptions within the body of the rule itself, is preferable to the current

regulatory scheme, the cumbersomeness of which is acknowledged in the Notice. Id., at

Paras. 10-13. !I

4. The FCBA supports the use of a "permit-but-disclose" regimen to

govern the making of ~ ~ presentations in policy-oriented informal rulemaking

proceedings. Notice, at Para. 23. It is not uncommonly the case that the important issues

that may have to be decided in such proceedings have not been fully joined or refined in

the process of filing opening comments and replies thereto. Following the close of the

authorized comment-and-reply filing periods, the arguments of the parties may continue

in a manner which sharpens the issues to be decided by the Commission, or which takes

into account intervening technological, economic, or other developments. Allowing that

The FCBA endorses the Notice's proposal to discard the misleading term "non
restricted proceeding" and to substitute in its stead the more accurate and plain
English term "pennit-but-disclose proceeding."

3



debate to continue after the filing of reply comments, by means of "permit-but-disclose"

presentations, will help the Commission to craft better-informed rules and policies than

would be the case if~~ communications were prohibited or unduly inhibited. The

requirement that such presentations be disclosed on the record enables all parties to

follow the progress of the argumentation and to rebut other parties' submissions, to the

extent deemed necessary.

5. The Association submits that any oral~~ presentation made in

the course of a policy-oriented informal rulemaking proceeding should be disclosed in a

written memorandum for inclusion in the record of the proceeding. However, the

Association disagrees with the proposal in the Notice, at Para. 45, to require the presenter

to prepare and submit an independent written summary of an oral ~~ presentation,

if in fact the presentation merely repeated matters that have been previously submitted

in writing on the presenter's behalf in that proceeding. In such instances, the presenter

should be allowed simply to refer to the previous written submission and to state that the

oral s:x~ presentation was confined to matters reflected in that submission. There is

no justification for putting a party to the labor and expense of writing out, in a "permit

but-disclose" memorandum, what that party has already written out and included in the

record. Of course, in those instances when the oral ~~ presentation has included

matters not contained in a previous written submission on the presenter's behalf in the

proceeding, the presenter should be required to disclose in a written memorandum a

summary of such matters for inclusion in the record.

4



6. The FCBA does not support the Notice's proposal to extend the

"permit-but-disclose" procedure to adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory proceedings. Notice,

at Paras. 19-22. In such proceedings, the Commission is called upon to exercise judicial

or quasi-judicial functions in resolving conflicting claims of individual litigants. A

procedure that would permit such litigants to make a personalized " ~ presentation

to a Commission decision-maker -- with only the requirement that a sterile written

summary of the presentation be prepared and filed -- would distort and compromise the

adjudicatory process in several ways.

7. First, any response that could be made to an oral ~ ~

presentation in an adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory proceeding could never fully

comprehend, and therefore could not respond to, precisely the argument or mode of

argument that had been made in the presentation, particularly where the memorandum

of the oral presentation was ambiguous or elliptical (albeit minimally complete). There

would have been no opportunity to have observed the decision-maker's reaction to the oral

~~ presenter's arguments and delivery, and to craft a response specifically directed

to that delivery and to that reaction. Indeed, the response cannot encompass all of the

prior oral ~~ presentation, even in cases where the memorandum summarizing the

presentation is relatively thorough, since by definition a summary is just that and will never

completely render the whole of the presentation. Second, the decision-maker would

typically be receiving the opposing oral ~~ presentations sequentially at points that

may be substantially separated in time, with the obvious danger that the latest presentation
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would be the one that would have the greatest impact. Third, ~~ presentations in

adjudicatory and quasi-adjudicatory proceedings would inevitably color public perceptions

of the Commission's processes and would undermine confidence in those processes. That

result is by no means worth the marginal gains in administrative simplicity and clarity that

might result from extending the "permit-but-disclose"procedures to adjudicatory and quasi

adjudicatory proceedings.

8. Finally, were the Commission to permit the argumentation to

continue beyond the close of the authorized pleading cycle by means of "permi~-but

disclose" ~~ presentations, the integrity of the authorized pleading cycle would be

severely compromised. Thus, for example, a party whose principal objective in a given

adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory matter is to foster delay for the purpose of maintaining

the iliUm~ as long as possible would have no incentive to include his or her best

arguments within the confines of the authorized pleading cycle. Rather, such a party

might choose to postpone the delivery of his or her most effective argument for post

pleading-cycle "permit-but-disclose"~~ communications, on the theory that delay is

most effectively promoted by deferring the point in time when the decisional issues are

joined (and, perhaps, in the hope that the opposing party will not discover that the ~

~ communication had been made and thus will leave the argument unrebutted).

9. Even if the delay-seeking litigant has made his or her most effective

argument within the confines of the authorized pleading cycle, he or she could still
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forestall the Commission's adjudication of the matter by repeatedly supplementing the

record with colorably non-frivolous presentations made to Commission decision-makers,

either orally or in writing, pursuant to a "permit-but-disclose" procedure. In those events,

the costs to the parties of participating in contested adjudicatory and quasi-adjudicatory

proceedings would rise, and the delay in obtaining final dispositions by the Commission

would likewise increase. No apparent public interest would be served by such a procedure

that cannot equally well be served by requiring parties in such proceedings - when they

feel a need to supplement the authorized pleadings -- to submit such supplementation in

the form of a written presentation, accompanied by a motion for leave to submit the same

outside of the authorized pleading cycle, and with service of copies of both supplement

and motion upon all interested parties. V

In the event that the Commission should decide over these objections to extend
"permit-but-disclose"procedures to adjudicatoryand quasi-adjudicatOlyproceedings,
the FCBA strongly urges the Commission to require that any written presentation,
or any written memorandum disclosing an oral presentation, be promptly served by
the maker of such presentation upon all interested parties and not simply filed with
the Commission for inclusion in the record of the proceeding. Service by mail,
facsimile, or hand delivery reliably ensures that other interested parties will have
actual knowledge of the presentation. Mere submission of a written disclosure to
the Commission for inclusion in the record of the proceeding would burden every
interested party to maintain a continuing vigilance over every file involving a
contested adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory proceeding, substantially driving up the
cost of participating in such proceedings and running the risk that a clerical
misfiling by Commission staff could deprive interested parties of actual knowledge
of a merits presentation by an opponent. Furthermore, a delay in the filing by the
Commission's staff of the memorandum summarizing an oral~~ presentation
might result in Commission disposition of the matter before other interested parties
would even be aware that the presentation had been made. Under those
circumstances. parties would be constrained to maintain an almost daily
surveillance of the Commission's records in order to protect their interests, an
unwarranted cost burden.
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10. The FCBA recommends one modification to the existing g ~

communications rules governing adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory proceedings. The

FCBA believes that parties should be permitted to make oral inquiries to Commission

decision-making personnel in such proceedings concerning the status of the matter and a

projected date for action by the Commission or its staff in the matter, without requiring

advance notice to other interested parties and an opportunity for them to be present.

Such inquiries should continue to be permissible so long as they are confined to (i) a

legitimate query as to status and a projected date for disposition, or (li) a request for

prompt disposition based solely upon the age of the proceeding. Where, however, an

inquiry includes an affirmative appeal to Commission decision-makers for action by a date

certain, or refers to the particular circumstances of the case at hand as a basis for a

request for prompt disposition, ~ then the party making such an appeal should be

required to prepare a written memorandum of the substance of the conversation and serve

copies upon all other interested parties. To that limited extent, a "permit-but-serve"

regimen would be appropriate in adjudicatory and quasi-adjudicatory matters, inasmuch

as other interested parties would receive actual notice that an appeal for Commission

disposition, making reference to the specific circumstances of the matter, had been made

For example, a party might wish to call to the Commission's attention the fact that
contractual rights will expire on a given date in the future, that the party has an
urgent need to be able to liquidate a property that cannot be sold without
Commission consent in order to satisfy creditors or taxing authorities, or that delay
in resolving a matter at the Commission is harming the interests of persons other
than the parties to the proceeding, ~, where such persons are depending upon the
initiation of a service whose authorization is the subject of the proceeding.
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to Commission decision-makers and any rebuttal, if warranted, could likewise be made on

the record.

11. The FCBA submits that while the Commissioners, their staffs, and

other decision-making personnel at the agency should retain discretion to meet or not to

meet with interested parties in proceedings that are subject to "permit-but-disclose"

procedures, Notice, at Para 30, that discretion should never be exercised to refuse to meet

with an interested party if a meeting was previously afforded to one or more other

interested parties in the same proceeding. Fundamental fairness dictates that once the

decision-maker has entertained a presentation in a matter, he or she should not decline

presentations by others having an interest in, and a different position with respect to, the

issues to be decided in that matter.

12. The Association endorses, with one modification and one caveat, the

Notice's proposal to relieve both interested parties and Commission decision-making

personnel appearing on public panels and at widely-attended seminars from the strictures

of the .a~ communications rules during the so-called "Sunshine Period:' Notice, at

Para. 41. The FCBA would modify that proposal by extending the exemption from the~

~ communications rules to both passive attendance and active participation on the part

of Commission decision-making personnel and interested parties at such panels, seminars,

and sessions, whether during or outside of the Sunshine Period. ~ Notice, at Para. 42,

n. 22. Under those circumstances, "permit-but-disclose" would not apply, and any

presentations -- to the extent that they may be deemed to be "presentations" - would be

9



exempt from the rules. 11 As a caveat to that modification, the FCBA would extend that

exemption only to actual attendance at and participation in the panel, seminar, or session

at which one or more Commission decision-makers are present; the exemption would not

extend, for example, to a merits presentation made to Commission decision-making

personnel before or after the public part of the event or during the course of a multi-event

meeting, convention, or trade show occurring outside of the panel, seminar, or meeting at

which the decision-maker(s) is/are present.

13. The FCBA supports the Notice's proposal to extend to three days'

time the period in which written memoranda disclosing the substance of oral presentations

in "permit-but-disclose" proceedings may be submitted. Such an extension will afford

parties the time needed to prepare a meaningful disclosure of what actually transpired in

the course of the oral presentation.

14. likewise, the FCBA welcomes the proposal in the Notice to require

that, in situations where the permissibility of making an~~ presentation is unclear,

the party proposing to make the presentation must first alert the Office of the General

Counsel. This cautionary approach will serve the interests of the public and its

representatives, as well as the Commission, in helping to avoid inadvertent rule violations.

The FCBA also supports the Notice's proposal to centralize in the General Counsel's

11 Consistent with the views expressed in Paragraphs 6 through 9, m.un:a, this
exemption should only apply to policy-oriented informal rule making proceedings
and should not be available in adjudicatory or quasi-adjudicatory proceedings.
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Office the responsibilities for administering, interpreting, and enforcing the ~ ~

communications rules.

15. In closing, the FCBA wishes again to commend the Commission for

initiating this timely review of the ~~ communications rules and for affording an

opportunity for comment thereon by the public, including those having an interest and

desire to maintain both access to Commission decision-making and the fairness and the

appearance of fairness of the Commission's processes.

Respectfully submitted,

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS BAR ASSOCIATION

By: seflr----
President

J1crriffi~it!:~,~
Chair, Ex Parte Rules Committee

1722 Eye Street, Northwest, Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20006
Telephone: (202) 736-8640
Telecopier: (202) 736-8740

April 12, 1995
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s~ H-Ex Parte
communications

6OUROII: 6a '1\ 21062, Junl 4, 1981. UDl_
othlrwl•• noted,

GIlNERAL

11.1100 IDtroduotIOD.

(a.) Pu~" To eJllure th&t the Com·
million's 48018ioo&1 prOCHleI are !&1r,
imJ)8J't1a.1, ..nd otherwise oomport with
the concept of due procell. the Com
m1l11on haa preacr1becl rulee ud rel"\1
1&t1ona roverninr ex parte commUD1oa
tiOJll. Th... rulee IJ1C1 rerulat1onB,
whJoh a.re c1N11D~ to deter improper
commun1oa.t1oD8 and ma1nta1n the ut
mOlt publ10 oonftdence 1n Commlulon
prooeed1np, speo1fY st&nc1Lrde ot con
duct and prooeduree to be followed
with rera.rd to ex parte pl'88entationa
in Comm1111on prooeed1np and prOVide
for the lmpoettion of l&I1ot1011l for vio
lations ot theee ltanc1&rdl a.nd proce
dures. Where the publ1c Interest 80 re
quire, in .. particular prooHdiDl'. the
Oomm1l11on ret&1D8 the diacretion to
iuue publio DOtiCes Htt1nr forth modi
118<1 or more strlnrent ex p&rte prooe
dures.

(b) General (lppUcobmtf/. These rules
.et forth the ex pute requirements
th&t apply in v&r1ous types of Oommis
8ion proceed1DP. Followtnr '1.1t02
(Definltiona). the rules deaar1be three
reneral oluHl of FCC proc.ecUDI'I.
Ftrat, 11.1204(&) lilt! types of proceed..
Inn 1n which there are no ex parte re
Itr1cttona. In th... proceed1ll18. pa.rt1ea
Uld Commlll1on deo1aion m&kel'l may
oommUll101.te tNel" Without tegud. to
the prohibUlons and dilOlolure require
mente of the8e ex parte rules. Next,
l1.l208(o) 111t, proceed1nrl that ere
olua1f!ed &8 j 4Don-re8tr1oted.n In non
reltr10ted proceed1np, puttes and
Commil81on deoiaion-ma.kere are per
m! tted to enrage in e~ parte eommu..
nlcatlona but eertaln d1seloaure re
quirements must be met. Finuly,
§l.l208(c) U6t8 proceedings tha.t are
clua1fied u "re.trlctec1. If In restrioted
proceedings, ex parte communications
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are paera.11y prohibited. In aU pro
oeecI1Dra, lDo1udlDl exempt proceed
1DIa, oert&111 pertoD IoN let u1de dur
_ whioh· all commUDlO&tion with
Oommil81011 penomltl is proh1blttd.
a. '1.18. In addlt1oa, the prohibi
tions &Dd req1J1J'ealeati IoPpUoab1e to
''reItftoted,tI a4 uDOIl-reetriotedu pro-
oeM'" are IUbJeet to oert&tn ,..1"&1
exceptiODl, "MOll are 11.ted 1D
11.1.(b). Therefore, fl.12K(b) Ihoald
&1• ..,. be Qamlned to eteterm1De
whether a eeem1DIl3r prohibited ex
parte oommun1oa.tlo11 may be perm1..
•Ibl••

NO'I'I: _usn.. OODOI1'Il1DI' the proPl1etF of
ex parte. COftUnWlICl.tlOll. 'beNld be directed
to the Omoe of General Couuel.

, 1.1101 DeftDltlou.
(a) PrelmtclUon. Any oommun1catlon

d1reotie4 to the m81'1ta or outcome ot a
prooeediq. Jb:oluded frOm thll term 11
.. communication which i. lD&dvtrt
entIl or °ouua1l7 made, or a commu
Il1cat1on whloh 1. an iDQu1ry or rtqUtlt
tor lntonnat1on relat1D1' lolely to tile
ltatus ot .. prooeedinr. A atatu. InQU!rY
which It&teI Or tmplle1 .. preferenoe for
.. particular party or poettion in .. pro
oeecUD8', or whioh .tl.te1 why t1m1na' 18
important to a partioular P&l't7, or
whioh In ant other mazmer II tnteDCled
... a meana, direot or tn41reot, to ad
dreu the merits or outcome, or ll111u
enoe the timing. of.. prooee<UDI ta a
preHnt&t1011.

N<mI: An7 oo~ollfJ 01' othtr oommu
nlCll.t10D ezprell1q OODoem WIth a4m1D1I
trattve delay ill a )'IIoI't10111&r prooeed1l11' or
'~1iI'OODOvn tb&t. puotSoU1&r 1Il'OON4
1q be ~lYed upe41ttoUl17, w1l1 be treated
.... It&t/a b1QU1rJ and therefore noluded
from tile 4eftD1t101l of preHl1tat1on, I'rof1I4C
That DO n.wt, eqrl••eel .. to the mtl"Ua or
outcome of the prooeed1Df; DO View 1. p
PNIH4 at to • 4I.tt bJ w1l1ch the PMOM"1n,
ahou14 be NIOlft4; 04 DO .pecUlc l'MIODJ
are riveD ... to wh1 the prooH41J11" Ib.ou1d be
"101m .zptd1t1oUl17. other th&D the Deed
to fe801ve admbuetra1l1ve d.)t,J'.

(b) E:t parte prumtGtlon. Any preMn
tatton made to deo181on-maktng pereon
nel but, In reetrtcted proceedines, any
preeen~tlon to or from 4ec181on-mak~

lng personnel, whioh;
(1) If written, 18 not eerved on the

pUttes to the procee<l.inl', or
(2) If oraJ. 18 m&d.e without &d.,a.nco

notice to the parties to the proceed1np

'1.1202

anet W1tho\1t opportunity for them to be
PNIIIDt.
Oomment. anel reply oommeDtII (In
cludlDl'lDformaJ conuneatl) mid prior
to the pPtratlon ot the reply oommeat
period, or, it the matter 11 on reaolll1d
....t1011. the reoonlt4er&t1on "pl,. oom..
meat pertod. 1n tDtormaJ rulem..1dq
prooee41J1II pU1'IUU1t to H1.615 t.Dd
1.4111. but not 121 ab&DDel &11otmeDt
rulem&1dnr proceed.1nP PWW\W1t to
11.410, are not 00Dll4ered u pute pr.
entatioDl even 1t they IoN not MrVe4
on other partie•.

(0) Decfmm-m4ktlttl pmDR1Hl. Any
member. offtotr or employ.. ot the
Oomm1ll1on who II or m&J' reuonab!y
be IX»8Oted to be involved 1D the
c1ec1Jlonal procell In the prooee41nr.
UDleu otherw1ee .pec1t1ecl, suOll per
IODa uauallY Include the Oommle
alon.... their &II1It&DtI, aDd other pro
realoD&l penonnel or the OommlMlol1.
Any person who has been made & party
to .. prooeed1nl or who otberw1H hal
been exoluded from the deo1lloA&l proo
.. Iball not be treated ... & 4eo111on
maker with reepeot to that prooeed1nr.
Thus. any penon del1l'n&te4 AI put of
.. Mparate4 trla.l sta.tr Ih&ll not be oon
Ildered a 4eolelon-maktDl penon in
the 4e81cDatedprooeed1q. trnMp&r'I.ted
Bureau or Omoe .taft who JJ1&7 reuon
ably be expeoted. to 'bIOome 1Dvolvld in
the 4eolllona.l proceu or the proceed
1nr shaU be oonsidered 4eo1l1cm-ma,k
1118' penonnel.

NO'.rJil: The appltoatfoD ot tb1a c1e1ID1tloz2
UIleler WI aubput 11 DOt mteaded to pte
c!u4e the routtae lIalldllzlt b7 0QmJD111!Cm
ltaa of comp1&1nte tibat would otbenriM be
teohDloal17 00Zl1J4ere4 ex parte beoauee the
perIOD ap.1nIt whom the oompla!Dt II 41·
reoted 1. also • party 111 • reatrlote4 J:ltOOM4
inc.

(4) A4JudfcottN prooee4fftg. AzJ.y pro
ceed1nr, other th&n & rule I1'lIJe1nr or a
tarttr prooeecltnr lnvolvinr fUture rates
or practioes, ln1tlate4 upon the Oom
mlll1on'. own motion or UpOn th6 m·
1nI' ot an &ppl1oa.tlon, a petition tor
lpec1al relief or w&tver, or .. complaint
or lI1mila.r plea.dtt1l' that involve, the
determlnation or rlrhtll e.nd re8pOD
I1bl11t1e8 of Bpeciflo pa.rt1ea.

(e) Formal opposition or formal com
plaint. (1) A pleading oppoa1D1' the
grant of a partioular applloa.t1on, wa.1v
er request, pet1tion for special reUe! or
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